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The first panel of Modern Times features a 
photograph of the artist. 

What can you tell about the artist from his pose, 
dress, expression, and the setting in which he has 
photographed himself?

What do the words superimposed on his image tell us 
about him? 

How is this image different from other images of 
Native Americans you have seen?
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In the second panel, an applesauce company has 
appropriated the name of the Seneca people as a brand 
name.

Why would an applesauce company want to associate 
the name of an Indian people with its product? How does 
the word “Seneca” combine with the other words on the 
applesauce label to create a “brand” or identity for this 
product?

What sorts of stereotypes of native people does this brand 
rely upon?

Longfish labeled this panel “Progress,” and added the 
words “Acculturation” and “Assimilation” at the bottom of 
the panel. What do these words mean? 

What might he be saying about what mainstream 
American culture considers “progress” for native people? 

What does this panel as a whole suggest about how 
destructive this idea is to Native American culture?

Continue to next page →
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In the final panel, labeled “America,” Longfish 
superimposes a list of words and phrases over the image 
of a Native American dancer. Dancing at a powwow 
dressed in regalia is a way of celebrating and proclaiming 
native cultural identity.

What does each of the words over this image make you 
think about? Are they positive or negative images? To 
whom might they appeal? 

Why do you think Longfish placed these words over the 
image of a Native American dancer? 

What do these contrasting concepts make you think 
about?

Are these words still relevant as symbols of American 
culture today? Why or why not?
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